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Dr. Hautval, a Protestant and a psychiatrist, living in the Vichy controlled part of France during WWII attempted to attend her mother’s funeral in Alsace. The Nazis denied her request; nonetheless, she preceded, was captured, and thrown in prison. She pinned a yellow star to her blouse, saying “Friend of the Jews.” While in Ravensbrook Prison, she treated female patients and refused to work with Dr. Mengele, who performed ghastly medical experiments on Jews. She courageously survived the concentration camps and later testified at the trial and sentencing of Wladislas Dering in London. 
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“We are all under sentence of death. Let us behave like human beings as long as we are alive.” – Dr. Adelaide Hautval
Le Cambon sur Lignon, a village in South Central France

 Andre and Daniel Trocmé:
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Le Cambon sur Lignon was a small Huguenot village where a private boarding school was founded by the uncle and nephew Trocmé. The school was run by American Quakers for refugee Jewish children. Andre was the principal and Daniel was a teacher of sciences. Citizens of the village risked their lives to shelter Jews and forge identification and ration cards for Jews attempting to flee to Switzerland. Daniel tended to his flock of students and was eventually captured along with his students and accompanied them to detention camps and finally to Majdanek, where he died at the age of 32. It is estimated that the Trocmés and the village citizens saved between 3000 and 5000 Jews.
 Major Karl Plagge:

Plagge, born in Darmstedt, Germany in 1897, was educated as an engineer. He joined the National Socialist Party and became a member of the Wehrmacht. In 1942, he was sent to Vilna, Lithuania to repair military vehicles that were damaged in combat on the eastern front. Outraged over Jewish extermination, he employed Jews of all skills and trades to work alongside him to spare their lives. He made all attempts to save Jews from the firing squad. The death rate of Jews in the Vilna Ghetto was 78% as compared to 98% of the Lithuanian Jews. It is estimated that he saved thousands of Jewish lives. Major Karl Plagge stands as a light of moral courage in the midst of utter darkness.
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 Jane Haining:

Born in 1897, a Scottish Protestant, Haining was educated as a teacher. In 1932, she volunteered for missionary service and was sent to Budapest to become matron of a Girl’s Home of Scottish Mission, teaching primarily Jewish girls. As World War II conditions worsened in Europe in 1940, she was ordered home and refused to return, believing that her students needed her more than ever. In 1944, Germany occupied Hungary, and Haining was arrested, charged with listening to the BBC and working among Jews. She, along with her students, was rounded up and eventually deported to Auschwitz, where she died of starvation in July 1944. She was deeply committed to her faith and sacrificed her life for her ideals.
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Hermann Friedrich Graebe: 
Graebe, a Protestant, was born in 1900 and grew up in poor conditions in the Rhineland of Germany. In 1924, he completed his training as an engineer, and in 1931, he joined the Nazi party. He became disenchanted with the party and spoke out against them, which brought him a jail sentence. As the war machine grew, he was sent to the Ukraine, working on railroad communications. After witnessing a mass execution of 5000 Jews, he became fiercely determined to save Jews, and employed them in all capacities. He even set up a fictional work site in Poltava, 300 miles away from Rovno, where he sent Jews to escape danger and death. In September 1944, he was transferred back to the Rhineland, eventually defecting to American lines, where he provided the Allies valuable strategic advice. HE later testified at the Nuremberg Trials and resettled in San Francisco, where, to his death, he sought to bring justice to the German war criminals.
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 Leopold Sacha:

Amidst the rats, the stench, and the filth of a Polish city’s sewer canals, this municipal worker, joined by his wife and a co-worker sheltered 21 Jews.  They crawled two Kilometers daily for fourteen months to bring food, clean clothes, news and encouragement to the people who’d sought shelter and safety there.  Only ten of the original group survived, but thanks to Socha, his wife, Magdalena, and Wroblewski’s supreme efforts on the hidden Jew’s behalf new life was made possible at war’s end.      
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Feng-Shan Ho:   

With Austria’s annexation to Nazi Germany in 1938, 185 thousand Jews were subjected to a reign of terror.  Those trying to flee the country were required to have entry Visas to another country and few countries loosened their emigration policies to allow the Jews entry.  Unlike his fellow diplomats, Feng-Shan Ho, the Chinese Consul General  in Vienna, went against orders from Berlin and issued Visas to Shanghai to all who requested them.  Thousands of Jews spent their war years in Shanghai due to the humanitarian courage of this one individual.    
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Nicholas Winton:
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He was packing to leave on a ski trip when a phone call from a friend took young Nicholas Winton to Prague instead.  The friend’s work with refugees and the plight of the children he saw, led Winton to set to work in his hotel room to establish a means of saving the children from the looming war.  Successful calls to British officials cleared the way politically for him to create Kindertransport.  Raising funds and finding families willing to take in the mostly Jewish children was the monumental task this 29 year old British stockbroker undertook.  Between March and August eight trains carried 669 children to Britain and safety. Without his effort would the children would probably have perished in the war.    

 Berthold Bietz:

When Berthold Bietz died in August 2013, his rise to the head of Thyssen–Krupp was marked as the stuff of modern German legend.  However his efforts to save hundreds of Jews and Poles from the Nazis had already earned him a place in the roll of Righteous Among Nations.  As a young promising 27 year old German, Bietz was sent to supervise the rich oil fields at Borislav, Poland.  These had been taken by the Nazi forces.  Once there, he saw the oppressed Jews and Poles being lined up and shot and he determined to use his position of power to make a difference. He created unneeded jobs and reported them as essential, thus saving hundreds from being taken to the death camps.
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 Dr. Kurt and Dr. Ella Lingens:

These two physicians who lived in Vienna opened their home to Jewish friends and colleagues as a safe haven while they worked tirelessly to implement their journey to freedom.  They used their connections to provide papers and needed ration cards as well as transportation.  Their home was a refuge and their efforts became extraordinary when they teamed with like-minded Baron von Motesiczky in granting protection.  Unfortunately, they took in a stage actor of note and entrusted him with transporting some of the fleeing Jews to Hungary.  At the border he turned them in and told the authorities of the Lingenses humanitarian effort.  Dr. Kurt was sent to the Russian front, Ella and the Baron were sent Auschwitz where he died of Typhus and she worked as a doctor to the camp inmates.
Oskar Schindler:
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Dorothea Neff

Born in 1903, Dorothea Neff was a German actress who became a friend of Jewish costume designer, Lili Wolff.  Neff moved to Vienna and Wolff soon followed when Nazi persecution became too much to bear.  Unfortunately Wolff learned she was soon to be deported from Vienna and Dorothea vowed to try to save her life by hiding her.  For 3 years Lili Wolff lived in the back room of Neff’s apartment at great peril to both of them.  Many accommodations had to be made to keep Wolff above suspicion which included getting medical care for her and taking her to the shelter during air raids.  When the war ended, Wolff moved to America.  Dorothea Neff was honored as one of the Righteous Among the Nations in 1979.  She died in 1986.
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Janis Lipke

Janis Lipke, born in 1900, was a Latvian rescuer of Jews in Riga, Latvia during World War II.  After seeing Jewish dock workers attacked in the streets of Riga, he determined to help them.  He became a contractor for the Luftwaffe in order to use his position to smuggle Jewish workers out of the ghetto.  With the aid of his wife, he concealed the workers in a specially built and outfitted basement area of his home.  Forty Jews were saved in this way.  When Lipke died in 1987, the Jews of Riga arranged his service and he is named as one of the Righteous among the Nations.  In 2007 a monument commemorating Lipke and others who saved Latvian Jews was unveiled at Riga’s Great Choral Synagogue.
[image: image22.png]


Corrie ten Boom 

Corrie ten Boom was born in Amsterdam in 1892 and along with her father and other family members helped many Jews escape the Nazi Holocaust during World War II.  After saving several Jewish people including their neighbors, the ten Booms became very active in the Dutch underground by hiding refugees.  They provided kosher food for those who stayed with them and honored the Jewish Sabbath.  The story of their service to the Jews and their ultimate arrest and imprisonment is related in a best selling book by Corrie ten Boom called The Hiding Place.  Israel honored ten Boom by naming her Righteous Among Nations.  Ms. ten Boom died in 1983.  
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Gino Bartali 

Gino Bartali, the famous Italian cyclist of the 1930’s and ‘40’s, was a devout Catholic and a member of an underground network headed by Cardinal Dalla Costa of Florence.  He served as a courier hiding documents and food stamps for Jews in the handlebar and seat of his bicycle.  In addition he provided a safe place for a Jewish family to hide in the basement of one of his homes.  Bartali died in 2000 but in June 2012 a book about his wartime activities, Road To Valor by Aili and Andres McConnon, was published and in 2013, Yad Vashem recognized Gino Bartali as one of the Righteous Among the Nations.
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George Dilsizian 

George Dilsizian was an Armenian who fled from his homeland to France because of Turkish persecution of the Armenians.  When the Nazi occupation came to France, Dilsizian was reminded of what had happened many years ago in Armenia and felt called on to help save Jews.  His son, Andre-Gustave had married a Jewish woman and it was her family who he hid in an apartment in the basement of his home until the occupation was over and they were out of danger.  Dilsizian died in 1946 and his son in 1971.  Yad Vashem honored both father and son as Righteous Among the Nations in 2011.
Oskar Schindler was an ethnic German industrialist, German spy, and member of the Nazi Party who is credited with saving the lives of 1200 Jews during the Holocaust. He employed 1000 Jews in his enamelware factory in Krakow, Poland. He protected his Jewish workers from deportation and death by giving large bribes and gifts to Nazi officials. 





Jan Zabinski:


Dr. Jan Zabinski was the director of the Warsaw Zoo in Poland. Despite the problems he faced trying to run the zoo during WWII, he was not blind to the suffering of the Jews. He provided temporary shelter for many of his Jewish neighbors in what was described as a modern-day “Noah’s Ark”: the zoo’s abandoned animal cells. Helped by his wife, Antonina, and son, Ryszard, he also sheltered a dozen Jews in his private home.





 Irena Sendler: 


Irena Sendler was a Polish, Roman Catholic nurse and social worker in the Polish underground. As part of a Polish relief organization, she and her coworkers smuggled Jewish children out of the Warsaw ghetto in ambulances or trams, sometimes disguising them as packages. The children were then placed with Polish families and Roman Catholic orphanages. Sendler’s group of 30 volunteers rescued about 2500 Jewish children. She and her coworkers buried lists of the hidden children’s names in jars in order to keep track of their original and new identities.





Raoul Wallenberg:


Raoul Wallenberg was a Swedish architect, businessman, diplomat, and humanitarian who served as Sweden’s special envoy in Budapest, between July and December 1944. He is widely celebrated for his successful efforts to rescue tens of thousands of Jews by issuing protective passports and sheltering Jews in buildings designated as Swedish territory. He was subsequently detained by Soviet authorities, and his arrest as well as the circumstances of his imprisonment, death, and possible ties to US intelligence remain mysterious and are the subject of continued speculation.





Janusz Korczak:


Janusz Korczak was a Polish-Jewish educator, children’s author, and pediatrician. When the Germans created the Warsaw Ghetto, the orphanage he ran was forced to move from its building to the Ghetto, and when the Germans later came to send the children of his institution to Treblinka, he refused offers of sanctuary for himself, saying he would not abandon his children. “The children were dressed in their best clothes and each carried a blue knapsack and a favorite book or toy,” Joshua Pearl, an eyewitness, recalls, describing the procession of Korczak and his children through the Ghetto to the deportation point to the death camps. 








