
Dear Friends of HERC,   
We at Holocaust Education 
Resource Council are sending 
you, your loved ones, and the 
entire world health, love,  
and light at this time –  
and always. 

Though we cannot report 
what the future holds, we can 
assure you that we are 
committed to our mission of 
educating all to learn about 
the Holocaust. As always, we 
are providing lesson plans to 
schools and resources to our 
communities; we're 
developing new professional 
development programs to combat 
antisemitism and hate in all forms; 
and we're undertaking new strategic 
planning to prepare for when we are 
able to resume normal operations. 

On April 21st, Yom HaShoah, 
Holocaust Remembrance Day we will 
continue to program as a Facebook 
Live event. Accompanying this will be 
Mark Friedemann sharing how his 
father survived four concentration 
camps. You can watch even if you 
don’t have a Facebook account. 

Through Zoom, Facebook, and our 
website we will continue to bring you 
Holocaust education. Please do not 
hesitate to reach out to us via email or 
social media for more information.  

In the meantime, we are grateful 
that each of us can practice caring and 
solidarity by staying home and 
keeping each other safe during this 
pandemic.  

We must remember and honor the 
courage of Holocaust survivors. They 
were an inspiration when shortage of 
food and medicine was the priority. 

We have lessons to learn from 
living just one more day like 
Anne Frank who hid for 761 
days in a 450 sq. ft. attic 
quietly trying to remain 
undiscovered to stay alive. 

Consider donating any 
amount that we can continue 
to plan vital programs in other 
ways. Education never stops to 
teach the lessons of history. 

Thank you for sharing our 
vision of serving and building 
community through learning.  
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www.HolocaustResources.org

Yom HaShoah

For more information contact Barbara Goldstein or 850-443-9649  
at barbara@holocaustresources.org 

Holocaust Remembrance Day

Guest Speaker: 
Mark Friedemann 
Child of Holocaust Survivor from Auschwitz

Will Now Be Held on Facebook Live 

Memorial  Candle Lighting  
Recognizing Teachers and Students  

for Holocaust Education 
  

TEMPLE ISRAEL 
Tallahassee’s Jewish Community Center

Where:         Click Here for  
Yom HaShoah 
www.facebook.com/tioftally 

When:          Tuesday,  
                 April 21, 2020 

Time:           7:00 pm  
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During my 
spring 

semester of senior 
year, I studied 
abroad in Israel at 
URJ Heller High 
(formerly NFTY-
EIE), an experience 
I will always be 
grateful for, and which helped me to 
grow immensely as a person.  Out of 
many meaningful experiences that I 
was fortunate to have on this 
program, our trip to Poland sticks 
out.  Throughout our journey to 
Poland, or in Hebrew, “Masa l’Polin,” 
we learned about the Jewish history 
of each place we traveled to. We 
visited some of the most important 
former centers of Jewish culture and 
study, and we visited the places 
where the catastrophic events of the 
Holocaust occurred.  Each morning, 
we began by learning about life. We 
first visited the Warsaw Cemetary – 
it’s quite counterintuitive, but as we 
listened to the stories of Chemdat 
Shlomo, the first Chief Rabbi of 
Warsaw in the 1700s-1800s, and 
Esther Kaminska, the “Yiddish 
Mama” who traveled around the 
world performing, we learned about 
the vibrant community of Jews that 
lived in Warsaw before the 
Holocaust.  On our second day, we 
visited the former Shtetl Tykocin, 
and I was amazed by the level of 
pride that its residents used to have 
in this community.  The Jews of 
Tykocin would introduce themselves 
first as a person from Tykocin, and 
then say their name. Though they did 

not have much, they looked out for 
one another.  Our third day, we 
visited the former “Yeshiva of the 
Wise,” or “Jeszywas Chachmej” in 
Lublin, which was once a thriving 
center of Jewish study and intellect. 
We also visited the once-bustling 
Jewish quarter of Krakow, which 
remains an example of the way that 
Jewish communities can flourish 
when they are protected.  The 
residents of Krakow today have made 

an effort to preserve some of the 
Jewish cultural identity of the 
quarter, but it is the people, not the 
buildings, that once made it such a 
beautiful community.  Learning 
about Jewish life in Poland before the 
Holocaust was very meaningful to 
me, and it made me proud to be a 
Jew today.  I imagined my ancestors, 
who lived in Poland until the early 
1900s, going about their daily lives 

My Trip to Poland and the Importance  
of Holocaust Education  by Anya Byrne 

A former synagogue in the Krakow Jewish Quarter

Anya Byrne 

(continued on page 4)
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amongst other Jews, actively 
engaging in Polish society.  Learning 
about Jewish Life in Poland before 
the Holocaust is also what made 
learning about the destruction and 
death that occurred so extremely 
painful. To know what happened in 
the Holocaust is one thing. To know 
the cruelty and inhumane activity 
that happened is important, but to 
know what was there before we lost 
six million Jews magnifies all of the 
hurt and the anger that we feel over 
the Holocaust. When we visited the 
Lupochow forest where the Jews of 
Tykocin were murdered by the Nazis 
on August 25th, 1941, I thought 
about how in one day, an entire town, 
a tightly-knit community, was 
destroyed in just one day.  When we 
visited Auschwitz-Birkenau, I 
thought about the people who were 
stripped of their individuality and 
everything that made them human.  
When we visited the Majdanek death 
camp, I looked at the seven-ton pile 
of human ashes and I cried as, for the 
first time, I truly came to terms with 
the sheer amount of loss that 
occurred.  I feel fortunate to have had 
the experience I did in Poland, led by 
a talented Jewish History teacher and 
supported by my classmates and 
friends. However, I know that most 
people will not be able to share the 
same experience in their lifetime.  
Still, I feel that the things I learned 
and saw are important for each 
person to know about.  Since my trip 
to Poland, I cannot forget the images 
I saw, and it is important for others to 
see the same images, so that we do 
not allow history to repeat itself and 
fail again as a society by allowing 

inhumanity and intolerance to cause 
so much destruction and death.  The 
suffering of the Holocaust has lasted 
long past its end in 1945. Generation 
after generation of Jews have felt the 
pain of the almost complete 
destruction of Jewish life, and today 

we still mourn the loss of ancestors 
and close relatives, Jewish culture, 
and identity.  Catastrophic events like 
the Holocaust scar society past their 
time, and that is why it is so 
important that we do not forget 
them.  The proper way to remember 
the six million is by educating people 
on the history of the Holocaust, 
working to prevent another human 
tragedy of this scale.  Holocaust 
education is important for each 
individual because it teaches the 
importance of standing up against 
persecution of any group or 
individual, whether it is for their 
race, religion, national origin, sex, or 
identity.  Holocaust education is an 
integral part of building tolerance 
and acceptance in our society today. 

A death pit in the Lupachowa woods

Classmates in front of a cattle car at 
Auschwitz

Anya Byrne is a Senior at Leon High School 
and recognized as 5 Young Women to Know  
by “Tallahassee Democrat”.

My Trip to Poland and the Importance of Holocaust Education (continued)
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Words Cannot Describe It:  
My Three Days at Auschwitz-Birkenau (March 2 - 4, 2020) 
by Joan Lowery

In early March local Sarasota 
residents Dr. Fred Bloom and Joan 

Lowery traveled to Poland to 
participate in an in-depth tour of 
Auschwitz-Birkenau Concentration 
Camps.  It was sponsored by the 
CANDLES Holocaust Museum in 
Terre Haute, Indiana.  The purpose of 
the tour was to preview and provide 
reflections on an audio tour created 
from interviews with recently 
deceased Holocaust Survivor and 
forgiveness advocate Eva Mozes Kor.  
Through these audios Eva’s work will 
continue and many people can visit 
the camps and learn from her 
transformative journey.  Eva was one 
of the twins on whom Auschwitz 
‘physician’ Josef Mengele performed 
barbarous medical experiments when 
she and her identical twin sister 
Miriam were only ten years old.  They 
lost the rest of her family in the 
Holocaust and after years of 
bitterness and anger Eva went on to 
find the ability to forgive her 
tormentors so that she could find her 
personal sense of freedom and 
happiness.  She spent the rest of her 
life helping others to learn the lessons 
of forgiveness. These are Joan 
Lowery’s reflections on her 
experience. 

How does one speak about the 
unspeakable? When one journeys into 
hell to get a glimpse of the worst acts 
man is capable of committing and has 
committed, what is to be said? Leah 
Simpson, Executive Director of 
CANDLES Holocaust Museum and a 
Holocaust/Genocide scholar said, 
“There are no words to capture the 
deeds of the Holocaust.” She is 
correct. Our group spent three days 
witnessing and learning about what 
happened at Auschwitz-Birkenau 

between 1939 and 1945. The cold 
weather and rain was a perfect 
backdrop to getting a mere taste of 
the conditions that millions of Jews 
and other prisoners experienced on a 
daily basis at this God-forsaken 
concentration camp. I found myself 
vacillating between deep sadness and 
unbridled rage. How could these 
twisted, beyond the imagination, 
monstrous acts be committed by 
people the guides emphasized were 
‘just ordinary people’? How could 
anyone hate so much that they want 
to obliterate a whole ‘race’ of people 
because they happen to practice a 
religion different than their own? 
How could so-called ‘ordinary people’ 
get swept up in participating in 
crimes against humanity that were so 
evil, so dark, so systematically 
inhumane? What could they possibly 
tell themselves in order to forgive 
their heinous crimes? 

These questions ran through my 
mind over and over again as I 
traversed the desolate grounds where 
so many perished. It felt like the earth 
is still mourning the deaths of so 
many dear souls who were gassed and 

then cooked in the five crematoriums 
on this campus from hell. Our guide 
told us that 100-thousand people at a 
time were prisoners at Birkenau. It 
was the size of a small city…a city the 
same size as Terre Haute, Indiana, 
where many of our group resides. We 
ruminated on placing the entire city 
of Terre Haute in this place. And in 
this hell, each and every one of the 1.5 
million prisoners who were 
imprisoned there at one time or 
another experienced their own 
personal ongoing nightmare. 

The industrialization of torture 
and killing that the German psyche 
created is way beyond words, beyond 
what one would think would be 
humanly possible to conjure up, let 
alone manifest. How could they 
devise such a wicked plot? Yet, 
tragically so many everyday people 
supported it and carried out the 
Nazi’s diabolical mission. These 
‘ordinary people’ failed to be up 
standers. Instead they stood by as the 
German machine surgically 
exterminated Jewish lives across the 
European continent. 

(continued on page 6)
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We learned how the Poles and 
others were also pulverized by the 
Germans.  Many rebelled and fought 
back. Many tried to help the Jews at 
great risk to themselves and their 
families.  There were numerous up 
standers among the non-Jews who 
knew what was going on.  The stories 
of their bravery and compassion are 
uplifting and give me hope.  Yet, what 
wasn’t talked about by our guides were 
the many more non-Jews in Poland, 
Hungary and other Axis nations who 
seemed to rejoice in the Gestapo’s 
plan to eviscerate the Jewish people 
from the earth.  There is clear 
evidence that many supported this 
death dance that the Nazis were 
leading.  They cheered as Jews were 
hauled away to ghettos and camps. 
They stole their property. 

And after the war, as skin and 
bones survivors returned to their 
homes in Poland, they refused to give 
them their homes back.  Far worse yet, 
they murdered them in post-war 
pogroms.  So, after losing everything 
and going ‘home’ the fellow 
countrymen of the Jews carried out 
executions that the Germans failed to 
do.  Recently the Polish Government 
put into law a decree that no one can 
accuse the Poles of conducting anti-
Semitic acts during and after the 
Holocaust.  The Poles, according to 
their law, were pure victims of the 
Holocaust.  In fact it is a civil offense 
to mention the truth . . . that many, 
not all by any means, but many Poles 
aided the efforts of the Germans to 
wipe out all the Jews.  With this new 
law the Polish government is 
attempting to rewrite history.  They 
are revising what actually happened. 
In doing so they don’t have to 
confront their own part in this 
travesty.  Without making it law, the 
Hungarian government is doing much 
the same with its denial of Hungary’s 
role in the decimation of the Jewish 

community in 1944 and its praise for 
WWII anti-Semitic leader and Nazi 
ally Admiral Horthy.  He passed brutal 
anti-Semitic laws that forced Jews into 
labor camps and cooperated fully with 
the Nazis in their efforts to annihilate 
hundreds of thousands of Hungarian 
Jews. It is well known that Hungarians 
cheered as the Jews were carted away 
to their deaths in the final days of the 
war. I interviewed a survivor from 
Budapest several years ago who shared 
his anguish as his neighbors, those he 
called ‘friends’ and acquaintances, 
turned on him and his family and 
celebrated as their Jewish neighbors 
were taken away to die at Auschwitz-
Birkenau and other camps. 

How does one go on when the 
blackest scars of humanity are 
perpetrated on innocent people and 
then this scourge is further 
perpetrated as others deny what we all 
know happened?  What is there in the 
human spirit that allows such denial 
and lies? How can one ever come to 
believe that killing and torturing 
others is justified?  I kept asking 
myself the question (as I have done 
many times before) would I have given 
up? It felt to me like I could not have 
survived the brutality of the camps. 
Knowing who I am today I don’t think 
I would have wanted to live.  But, 
when people like Eva had a family 
member, or friend to live for, they 
found the purpose to survive. 

Fred asked us to ask ourselves the 
question, “What would I have done 
under the circumstances?  What if I 
was a Pole, or a German or a Jew? 
How would I have acted?” Our group’s 
reflection times in the evenings were 
very powerful.  There were several 
young people in our group who knew 
little to nothing about the Holocaust. 
They were horrified by what they saw 
and what they learned.  We talked 
about how to answer the question so 
many people asked them before they 

came: “Why are you going to visit 
concentration camps?”  One answer I 
found so compelling: A young, 
Christian man said, “To bear witness 
and in so doing to protect the future.” 
He said, “To ask questions and face 
the scorching reality of what man can 
do to man; to refuse to be a bystander; 
to commit to being an up stander so 
that this can never happen again.” 

Someone else said she was 
surprised that the Sonderkommandos 
ultimately fought back when so many 
others didn’t.  Sonderkommandos 
were Jewish prisoners who were 
responsible for disposing of the bodies 
of those who had been gassed.  My 
blood curdled at her statement as it 
could be interpreted as unintention-
ally anti-Semitic.  Many people have 
accused the Jews of “Going like lambs 
to slaughter.”  Leah wisely responded 
that the Jews did fight back in so many 
ways: through the arts; through 
maintaining the Sabbath; through not 
giving up; through taking care of each 
other; through schooling the children 
and through battle.  I asked myself, 
why aren’t we educating others about 
the Warsaw uprising; the Sobibor 
uprising; the Bielski Brothers’ partisan 
resistance activities that helped many 
Jews flee persecution?  There are so 
many examples of uprisings.  Yet too 
many times Jews have been blamed 
for not fighting back.  In so doing we 
are further victimized by Jews and 
non-Jews alike.  Is it any wonder that I 
didn’t sleep well in Poland?  Is it any 
wonder that as I returned each day to 
the hell where it is likely that my 
ancestors died that I was not in my 
normal state?  For I was getting a taste 
of the desolation and depravity and 
sense of victimization, loss and shock 
that the prisoners must have felt as 
they were exposed to the worst, 
twisted cruelties that humanity ever 
dreamed up. 

I have always felt deeply wounded 

Words Cannot Describe It  (continued)
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by the Holocaust. In my childhood I 
learned about it from neighbors and 
friends who had survived the 
unspeakable tortures of Auschwitz-
Birkenau.  Who were Bella and 
Hymie?  Who were Fela and her 
husband?  How did these simple 
Polish peasants make it through the 
Auschwitz experience of losing their 
children, their entire families and 
everything they knew of their 
formerly normal lives?  How did they 
go on to create new families, new 
careers and live their lives  
in peace? 

I know that I was deeply imprinted 
by my mother’s caring for Bella.  I 
remember her comforting Bella and 
bearing witness as she suffered 
tortuous flashbacks from the camps.  
A psychiatrist friend of mine once 
said, “Your mother was a healer.” 
Indeed, Mom was a healer.  She 
offered empathy and caring like food 
to Bella and so many others.  And 
then there is Eva Moses Kor, our first-
person guide through the morass. She 
was a remarkable, extraordinary and 
incredibly strong woman.  She was, 
after all, the reason why we journeyed 
to Poland in the winter to learn her 
lessons.  Her work must continue.  
Listening to the audio of Eva’s very 
clear memories of being dragged from 
her farm . . . to the cattle cars . . . to 
Auschwitz and to never even getting 
to say goodbye to her parents and 
sisters at the selection platform is gut 
wrenching.  Her decision to live and to 
keep both herself and her twin sister 
Miriam alive was a promise she made 
to herself and revisited day to day 
while in the camps.  Her recovery 
from the tortures and medical 
experiments of the sub-human Dr. 
Josef Mengele is remarkable.  She was 
truly a woman of amazingly strong 
will, determination and persistence. 

I found it so striking that Eva said 
that from the day she decided that she 
and Miriam would survive she pushed 
all negative thoughts out of her mind. 
She focused on staying alive one day at 

a time and doing what it took to 
survive. She talked about ‘organizing’ 
(stealing) potatoes and clothing in 
order to survive. She found her way 
into jobs in the camp in order to 
ensure that she and Miriam would 
have a little more to eat in order to 
survive. 

In the final audio she shares how 
she came to forgive Auschwitz, Dr. 
Munch and ultimately Josef Mengele. 
Her process of getting out all her own 
anger and hatred and then finding 
forgiveness is truly incredible.  I must 
go back and listen and listen as I 
certainly am not that enlightened . . . 
yet.  Eva made a big point of saying 
that if children are loved and not 
brought up with hate they, too will 
love.  She said that behind every awful 
act is someone who was unloved.  
Eva’s mission became facilitating 
peace through forgiveness. 

She found her way to forgiving her 
perpetrators as she came to realize 
that unless she did that she could not 
live a full life.  In short, she believed 
that she would never be free unless 
she could forgive them.  And, in 
forgiving them she was able to 
expunge them from torturing her 
consciousness.  She forgave them as 
an act of compassion for herself. 

While I understand the concept, I 
must admit that I am still not there in 
my own consciousness.  But, I will, in 
the coming weeks and months work 

with her process and see where it 
takes me.  So, what now?  How do I 
allow this experience to make me a 
better, more enlightened and 
committed social activist?  What can I 
do to ensure that this never happens 
again?  I am living in the question and 
at this point have no clear answers. 

Seeing Birkenau at sunset 
(symbolizing, as Fred said, ‘the end’) 
was beyond words. I concur with 
Leah’s statement, ‘We don’t have 
words to describe the Holocaust.’ The 
earth at Birkenau seems to be 
mourning as it carries the memories 
of the millions of souls that suffered at 
the hands of the Nazi devils.  There is 
no beauty in this place where 100-
thousand people at a time lived as 
tormented prisoners. 

Paying homage to the many that 
perished was a crucial thing for me to 
do.  Saying Kaddish at the Birkenau 
Memorial for my family members and 
others who died in the Holocaust was 
an honor and profoundly meaningful 
on many levels.  May their souls rest 
in peace. May we all commit to doing 
whatever it takes to ensure that all 
genocidal acts become a scourge of 
the past and that we move toward a 
far more enlightened future. 

Joan Lowery, M.Ed. is a former talk 
show host and reporter on radio and 
television, as well as a free-lance print 
journalist and producer.  She teaches 
media training and communication 
skills-related programs around the 
globe.  Her volunteer activities include 
interviewing Holocaust survivors for 
the Florida Holocaust Museum as well 
as serving on the Ambassador Circle 
for Embracing our Differences.  

Forgiveness does not mean that the 
horrors committed are any less 
heinous.  It means letting go of the 
hatred that these monsters put into us. 
It is their poisonous energy that infects 
so many. It is, metaphorically, 
overcoming the virus. – commented 
Helen Riess, M.D., Associate Professor 
of Psychiatry, Harvard Medical 
School, Author, “The Empathy Effect”. 

In memory of Holocaust survivor Eva Kors 
January 31, 1934 ~ July 4, 2019 (aged 85)
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ANNUAL REMEMBRANCE DINNER 
Stand Up, Speak Out – Make the World a Better Place 

2020

When:                   Wednesday, October 28, 2020  
Time:                    Reception 5:30 pm • Dinner 6:30 pm  
Where:                  Turnbull Center 
                              555 W Pensacola St, Tallahassee

www.HolocaustResources.org

Holocaust  
Education Award  
presented to 
Steve Uhlfelder 
Launched Legislation for  
Holocaust Memorial 

Guest Speaker 
Nick Winton 
Speaks about his father 
Sir Nicholas Winton 
and the  
Czechoslovakian  
Kindertransport

Early Bird Ticket: $100 – After October 7th: $125 
Paypal at HERC website or mail check to PO Box 16282, Tallahassee, Florida 32317

Sponsorships Available  •  For More Information Contact  
Barbara Goldstein • barbara@holocaustresources.org • 850-443-9649 

Fundraising Event In Support of Holocaust Education
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www.HolocaustResources.org

Early Bird Ticket: $100 – After October 7th: $125 
Please send checks to: HERC, P.O. Box 16282, Tallahassee, FL 32317 OR PayPal on www.holocaustresources.org  

 For more information contact Barbara Goldstein at 850-443-9649 or barbara@holocaustresources.org

ANNUAL REMEMBRANCE DINNER 
Sponsor Opportunities

Wednesday, October 28, 2020 
Turnbull Center • 555 W Pensacola St, Tallahassee

• Event is named for Sponsor with listing as dinner sponsor 
on invitation and on marketing materials 

• Two tables – Twenty dinner tickets 
• Photo-op with guest speaker 
• Business logo with link or Sponsor’s name on  

HERC website 

• On screen donor listing with verbal recognition at event  
• Business logo or Sponsor’s name listed in event program  
• Lobby Big Board listing  
• HERC Annual Membership 

TITLE SPONSOR  –  $10,000

• One table – Ten dinner tickets  
• Photo-op with guest speaker 
• Business logo with link or Sponsor’s name on  

HERC website 

• On screen donor listing with verbal recognition at event  
• Business logo or Sponsor’s name listed in event program  
• Lobby Big Board listing 
• HERC Annual Membership

GOLD SPONSOR  –  $5,000

• One table – Eight dinner tickets  
• Business logo with link or Sponsor’s name on  

HERC website 
• On screen donor listing with verbal recognition at event  

• Business logo or Sponsor’s name listed in event program  
• Lobby Big Board listing 
• HERC Annual Membership 

SILVER SPONSOR  –  $3,000 

• Six dinner tickets 
• Business logo with link or Sponsor’s name on  

HERC website 
• On screen donor listing with verbal recognition at event 

• Business logo or Sponsor’s name listed in event program 
• Lobby Big Board listing 
• HERC Annual Membership  

HOPE SPONSOR  –  $2,000 

• Two dinner tickets 
• Business logo with link or Sponsor’s name on  

HERC website   
• On screen donor listing with verbal recognition at event 

• Business logo or Sponsor’s name listed in event program  
• Lobby Big Board listing 
• HERC Annual Membership  

REMEMBRANCE SPONSOR  –  $500
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Membership Form

• – • 
– • 
– • 
– 


