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I am delighted to be writing to 
you with our end of year updates. 
In this challenging year, we have 
worked hard to continue to 
deliver our educational outreach 
and bring you quality public 
programming in a virtual format. 
I hope you were able to join us 
for our Holocaust Education 
Week with Dr. Oren Stier and 
Author Robert Watson. A big 
thank you to Linda Davey for 
moderating the book discussion, 
The Nazi Titanic.  We always 
appreciate our partnership with 
Midtown Reader, Tallahassee’s 
local bookstore, in planning the 
program. It was a huge success 
with outreach to many people 
around the state. 

Thanks to our partners, 
donors and sponsors this year 
who helped support and sustain 
the memorable programs and 
events, both in-person and 
virtually.  In particular, many 
thanks go to Tallahassee 
Community College for its 
continued generosity of 
providing space for HERC to call 
home. The ongoing dedication 

from everyone at TCC enables us 
to plan our future and set new 
goals in 2021.   At this time, 
HERC and TCC are developing a 
virtual seminar for teacher 
training, that will launch in June.  
More details will soon follow on 
how to register for this seminar. 
Among the challenges in my role 
as Executive Director is to work 
with our supporters to develop 
an ambitious strategy for the 

work of HERC over the coming 
years. Our work is more 
important now than it has ever 
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November 12th – Author Robert Watson speaks about “The Nazi Titanic” with Midtown Reader for 

Holocaust Education Week



REGISTER: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0kcu6srj 
MvHdfCfS637UqYqGDYfNZhI5cy 
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The Holocaust Teacher Institute at the University of Miami,  
School ofEducation & Human Development  

Is Proud to Announce 

The Leslie and Susan Gonda (Goldschmied) 
FoundationHolocaust/Jewish Themed Sunday Salon Series

SCHOOL of EDUCATION & 
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Remembering for Future Generations 

University of Miami Holocaust Teacher Institute School  
of Education and Human Development

Guest Presenter  Mark Weitzman, 
Director of Government  
Affairs for the Simon Wiesenthal 
Center Hosted by  
Dr. Miriam Klein Kassenoff
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been.  In our community and 
country, we are facing many 
serious threats as Antisemitism is 
on the rise.   As the last survivors 
pass, we see a generation of young 
people emerging that has little 
knowledge of the past.  
In these unsettling times, the 
work of the Holocaust Education 
Resource Council is more 
important than ever.  Recently, 
swastikas were found on a 
mailbox and in store windows in 
Tallahassee. The authorities were 
contacted to follow up. These 

challenges drive us to develop 
ambitious and creative programs 
that engage all educators to 
inspire more students.  We ask for 
your support to help both our 
teachers and their students learn 
from the past. 

For over 10 years, our strength 
has been in the commitment and 
support we have received from 
you and others in our community. 
Please reach out to me with your 
feedback.  If you want to be more 
directly involved, consider joining 
our Board of Directors or 

volunteering on one of our 
committees.  Please reach out to 
set up a call or a Zoom meeting. 

We continue to depend on 
your support, so please consider 
donating to HERC as your year-
end contribution – your 
generosity can make a real and 
lasting difference. 

Barbara
Happy Holidays,

Barbara Goldstein,  
Executive Director

The Challenges of Today continued from page 1 

High School Student Visits Poland 

Two and a half years ago, I had 
the privilege of spending a 

semester in Israel during high school 
through URJ Heller High (formerly-
known as NFTY EIE). We lived on a 
kibbutz outside of Jerusalem, learned 
Jewish History and Hebrew each day, 
took general education courses we 
would have taken at home, and 
traveled to all corners of Israel for 4 
months of incredible memories. 
While my connection to present-day 
Israel had never been stronger, so 
was my connection to my roots. 
Through learning Jewish History, I 
realized time and again how 
privileged I am to be living in a 
country that, for the most part, I feel 
extremely safe and free in. If you 
know anything about Jewish History, 
you know that often events end in 
tragedy. We’ve been exiled and 
massacred for thousands of years. 
But we are still here, 14.7 million 
strong. While this number seems 
small compared to the total world 
population of 7.6 billion because it 
is. This is why we must remember 
where we came from, what we’ve 

been through, and Never Forget.  
Part of the URJ Heller High 

program is to spend 8 days in Poland 
learning about life before, during, 
and after the Holocaust. We traveled 
to 3 cities: Lublin, Krakow, Warsaw, 
visited Auschwitz I and II, Majdanek, 
various cemeteries, Jewish museums, 
and much more. While the week was 
by no means fun, it was the most 
powerful, motivating, and 
inspirational trip I’ve been on to this 
day, and quite likely for the rest of 
my life. There is truly nothing like 

seeing history, or what is left of 
history, in front of you. I stood in 
Auschwitz and saw the remains of 
the ovens and gas chambers that 
killed thousands of people every day. 
I saw the terrifying Majdanek camp, 
still in peak condition, and learned it 
could become functioning in just 6 
weeks of preparation. I visited 
cemeteries and heard inspiring 
stories of Jewish people who lived 
before WWII and contributed in 

continued on page 6

Photo on the left: Taken of the Jewish Heroes Square in Krakow, Poland where the empty chairs 

memorial commemorates the uncertainty and fear Jews of the Krakow ghetto felt while their fate was 

chosen for them by Nazi soldiers. The chairs themselves represent the inhumanity of the Krakow 

ghetto.   Photo on the right: Taken in Auschwitz; the photo is of the train tracks which transported 

thousands of people on small cable cars each day.

by Sydney Siegel 



4    HERC December 2020 Newsletter

���� ��

�

����

��	

�
��

�������

�������

���	
��

�

�

��

	
�
����


	����	������

��	��

���� �

�����

�����

��
���	

���	�

�



HERC December 2020 Newsletter     5

For more information contact:  barbara@holocaustresources.org • Register in advance for this meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIlc-moqDwrHNKdcwDVz6fGcZfGsNCNtnWs   

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.
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High School Student Visits Poland continued from page 2  
positive ways to Polish Jewish life 
and heritage. My time in Poland was 
a mix of my disappoint-ment in 
humanity, my anger towards those 
who contributed to the murdering of 
11 million people and feeling 
extremely proud to be standing 
where I was today, alive, studying in 
Israel, and learning about history 
with my own eyes.  

After returning home to the US, 
my passion for education and 
sharing what I learned had never 
been stronger. I worked with 
StandWithUs (SWU) as a high 
school intern, where I spoke to 500 
5th grade students about some 
‘Heroes of the Holocaust’, many of 
whom I had learned about in Poland, 
and brought a Holocaust Survivor, 
Hershel Greenblat to my 
predominately non-Jewish high 
school where 300 students heard his 
story. It’s essential for future 
generations to know what really 
happened, especially from first or 
second-hand sources. Too often 
Holocaust deniers and others who 
either intentionally or 

unintentionally spread 
misinformation about the Holocaust, 
diminish the horrors of the 
Holocaust. In fact, The Washington 
Post found that ⅔ of millennials 
don’t know what Auschwitz is 
https://www.washington post.com/ .  
This statistic is especially concerning 
as I am the last generation who will 
have the opportunity to hear from a 
Holocaust survivor first-hand. 
Without proper education, I am 
concerned for future generations. As 
it is said, one of the reasons we learn 
about history is so it doesn’t repeat 
itself.  

It is my mission and duty to 
educate others around me through 
conversations and learning 
opportunities such as HERC’s 
seminars and events. It is important, 
now so more than ever, to continue 
learning and knowing all that we can 
about the Holocaust. It is up to us to 
empower others, to create change, 
and to ensure the Holocaust and 
those who lived through it are not 
forgotten. Better yet, that they are 
remembered for their constant 

courage, perseverance, and 
contribution to the Jewish world we 
have the privilege of taking part in 
today.   

———————––——————————— 
Sydney Siegel is a Pre-Physical Therapy 
student at Florida State University. She is an 
alumnus of URJ Camp Coleman, URJ Heller 
High, StandWithUs High School Internship, 
and FSU First Year Abroad in London, 
England. Her passions for Israel, Judaism 
around the world, and Holocaust education 
motivate her every day.

 May 2021 be Filled with Peace and Health to All from 

Happy 
Chanukah

Merry  
Christmas

Happy  
New Year
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