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You can make a difference today and donate to HERC at 
http://holocaustresources.org/donate

HERC is committed to our 
mission of providing 

instructional guidance, support and 
resources for educators who teach 
the history of the Holocaust, and 
educational programs for the 
community at large. 

The Holocaust Education 
Resource Council located at 
Tallahassee Community College 
vision is to educate, interpret, and 
disseminate Holocaust history that 
inspires its visitors to reflect upon 
the moral values that allowed these 
events to occur, and to examine 
their responsibilities as persons of 
conscience.  

In 1994, a milestone occurred, 
thanks to a bill passed by the 
Florida Legislature; Holocaust 
Education became mandated for all 
of Florida’s students in grades K-12. 
Florida is one of twelve states that 
require Holocaust Education. On 
this 27th anniversary, there is cause 
for celebration, yet there is still a lot 
of work to be done. Unfortunately, 
the mandate has meant that schools 
are often challenged to provide the 
training and/or resources to 
adequately facilitate the intent of 
the mandate. On the positive side, 
many educators have received 

training on how to teach this 
subject with appropriate curriculum 
and resources.  

Holocaust education offers 
lessons for humanity about how 
government power in the wrong 
hands can lead in the wrong 
direction. It demonstrates a slice of 
world history, which is filled with 
examples of tyrants and despots 
unleashing their brutal wrath on 
their subjects. It has personal 
stories of resisters to Nazi tyranny – 
righteous non-Jews who acted in 
heroic ways and Jewish partisans 
who hid in the forests to fight their 

oppressors head-on. Communities 
and towns were wiped out.  

Our mandate is one of the most 
successful in the United States. 
Institutes around Florida – 
including HERC (Holocaust 

Executive Director’s Message . . . . . . . . 1 

Book Review – The Light of Days . . . .  2 

Professional Development Seminar . . . 3 

Meaningful Messages . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 

Membership Form . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 

Inside this Edition . . .

continued on page 2

+ ¤

¤

¤

+

+
*

*

*
*

*

   HERC and the Community 

Facebook Live and YouTube Live

Every Thursday In May: 
3:30 - 4:00 EST

+
¤



Barbara
Thank You for Your Support,

Barbara Goldstein,  
Executive Director

Education Resource Council) here 
in Tallahassee – disseminate 
information to the schools. 
However, they need more funding, 
not less. 

In a nation of diverse cultures, 
Holocaust Education is one of the 
best tools for breaking down 
barriers and eradicating the 
ignorance that fosters hatred.  
According to Donna Callaway, 
retired principal of Raa Middle 
School, Holocaust Education 
“becomes a realization not of race, 
culture, ethnic group or religion – 
but a realization of fairness and 
tolerance.” Shari Gewanter, a 
former teacher at Oak Ridge 
Elementary School, says her 
students “ . . . can’t imagine that 
people could hurt each other 
because of skin color or religious 
beliefs. Then they think about their 
own lives and it makes sense. You 
see the light bulbs go off.” She 
sums up the relevance by adding, 
“Holocaust education is an 
opportunity to teach students the 
danger of prejudice.” 

Your support of HERC allows 
us to develop critical programs 
that inspire and educate a more 
respectful community. Consider 
joining the Board of Directors to 
help continue our mission. 

The Light of Days:  
The Untold Story of Women Resistance  
Fighters in Hitler's Ghettos  
by Judy Batalion

One of the most important stories of 
World War II, already optioned by Steven 
Spielberg for a major motion picture: a 
spectacular, searing history that brings to light 
the extraordinary accomplishments of brave 
Jewish women who became resistance fighters 
– a group of unknown heroes whose exploits 
have never been chronicled in full, until now. 

Witnesses to the brutal murder of their 
families and neighbors and the violent 
destruction of their communities, a cadre of 
Jewish women in Poland – some still in their 
teens – helped transform the Jewish youth 
groups into resistance cells to fight the Nazis. 
With courage, guile, and nerves of steel, these 
“ghetto girls” paid off Gestapo guards, hid 
revolvers in loaves of bread and jars of marmalade, and helped build systems 
of underground bunkers. They flirted with German soldiers, bribed them 
with wine, whiskey, and home cooking, used their Aryan looks to seduce 
them, and shot and killed them. They bombed German train lines and blew 
up a town’s water supply. They also nursed the sick and taught children. 

Yet the exploits of these courageous resistance fighters have remained 
virtually unknown. 

As propulsive and thrilling as Hidden Figures, In the Garden of Beasts, 
Band of Brothers, and A Train in Winter, The Light of Days at last tells the 
true story of these incredible women whose courageous yet little-known feats 
have been eclipsed by time. Judy Batalion – the granddaughter of Polish 
Holocaust survivors – takes us back to 1939 and introduces us to Renia 
Kukielka, a weapons smuggler and messenger who risked death traveling 
across occupied Poland on foot and by train. Joining Renia are other women 
who served as couriers, armed fighters, intelligence agents, and saboteurs, all 
who put their lives in mortal danger to carry out their missions. Batalion 
follows these women through the savage destruction of the ghettos, arrest 
and internment in Gestapo prisons and concentration camps, and for a lucky 
few – like Renia, who orchestrated her own audacious escape from a brutal 
Nazi jail – into the late 20th century and beyond. 

Powerful and inspiring, featuring twenty black-
and-white photographs, The Light of Days is an 
unforgettable true tale of war, the fight for freedom, 
exceptional bravery, female friendship, and survival in 
the face of staggering odds.  

Available at Midtown Reader
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 Meaningful Messages:  
What People Are Saying About HERC 

“The teaching of the Holocaust is important in 
schools and community because it is an educa-
tion in the effects that leadership in a society 
can have in persuading and enabling people to 
do things against humanity that are unthinkable 
and horrific.  It is also a lesson in the unfath-
omable will to live that the Holocaust victims 
showed every day in their captivity. It is ex-
tremely important to teach all generations be-
cause the Holocaust is unbelievable unless you 
can see the archives and the records of the sur-
vivors telling their story.” 
                                              — Mary Anne Katz  

HERC Member 

 

“Jorge Santayana said, “those who cannot re-
member the past are condemned to repeat it.”  
We cannot forget, nor can we let the next gen-
eration forget, the horror of the Holocaust.  
HERC does an extraordinary job of making sure 
that doesn’t happen. That is why we have helped 
support HERC for more than 20 years.” 

                                              — Carol and Brian 
Berkowitz 
HERC Members 

 

"I know HERC is important to donate for 
schools and communities from personal experi-
ence.  I was in high school when I wrote several 
history term papers.  I researched multiple pa-
pers related to the concentration camps in Ger-
many and the Israeli-Mandate related to a 
Jewish home state.  This started a lifelong inter-
est in understanding and preventing horrors of 
hate crimes, Holocaust, concentration camps 

and genocide in the world.  I was as an adult, 
able to visit Dachau in Germany. 
I grew up in a small town in Wisconsin and 
raised Catholic but had a boyfriend who had a 
Jewish father and Catholic mother.  It was my 
first experience with what people did to each 
other in the name of religion and politics and 
led to a lifetime fringe interest.  I wasn’t aware 
until high school of what prejudice and misin-
formation did to youth, resulting in their forma-
tion as adults.  I didn’t experience it at home.   If 
there was HERC education earlier in my school 
system maybe some people would have been 
better educated to the effects of their ideas and 
reactions as adults.   
The Holocaust was/is the most researched and 
notable example of hate crime and genocide.  
There were many before and unfortunately 
many more since.  Continued education and 
sharing is the best way to reduce these actions 
again; in our country and awareness in other 
countries.  Starting early in schools with this 
education is most beneficial.  It can only help to 
avoid more occurrences  and eliminate (hope-
fully)… “Never Again.”" 
                                         — Pam Doffek  

HERC Member 

 

Yad Vashem Art Museum, Jerusalem
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