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Message from the HERC

March 2022

Our family is so
appreciative to
all who contributed to
matching our
family’s
challenge grant
in memory of our wife and mother, Jean Boutwell.
You did it and we thank you! Together, we have
significantly expanded the ability of HERC to make
sure that our community and our children learn the
lessons from the Holocaust so that it will never be
repeated. This is a story that must be repeated and
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repeated to every
generation. If you
have not yet
contributed, please
do so. We must
establish HERC and
its educational
program as a permanent part of our community
forever. And as our family has already done, please
put HERC in your 2022 charity budget for another
donation so that, together, we can sustain what we
have begun.

Thanks to Donors Like You

C

harles Dickens wrote in the
Pickwick Papers, “There are
dark shadows on the earth, but its
lights are stronger in the contrast.”
We live in a time of stark contrasts.
For example, 70 million Americans
suffer from obesity while 13.8 million
are food insecure. Locally, there is a
shortage of affordable housing but a
glut of student housing. Holocaust
education is increasing yet hate
crimes are on the rise.
Recently a local middle school
student brought the book “Mein
Kampf ” to his classes, neo-Nazi
demonstrators in Orlando brutally
beat a Jewish man, and mailboxes in
Miami were filled with antisemitic
propaganda. However, our members
successfully met The Boutwell Family

– Ken, Jeff, and Jennifer Boutwell

Challenge Grant two months ahead
of schedule. What’s more is that
involvement in our annual meeting
was higher than ever. And in our
new successful Lunch and Learn
series has been impressive.
I admit I did not expect that my
HERC presidency would bring so
many of the joys extoled in Dickens’
first novel. However, in my two
months in the position, I have
already been surprised by the
contrasts I have felt. I look forward
to traveling to Poland with many of
you in 2023 and am excited to meet
with the board at Bonefish after our
bimonthly meetings to enjoy good
food, drink, and friendship. Most
importantly, I am thrilled with the
participation by 29 Chiles High

School students on the March 1st
Florida Holocaust Museum field trip.
Thanks to each of you-volunteers,
members, donors, and our board-for
being a light despite the tragic, dark
backdrop that is the Holocaust. I am
hopeful for the future of our
organization because of you.
Elizabeth Ricci

President
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HERC Sponsors School Trip to
The Florida Holocaust Museum
by Steve Friedlander

O

n March 1st, 29 Lawton
Chiles High School
students and four staff members
took a trip to St. Petersburg to
experience the Florida
Holocaust Museum (FHM).
This was the first of what we
hope will be several HERC
sponsored trips by area schools
to the FHM.
The students saw exhibits
such as Holocaust themed
paintings by Samuel Bak, the
permanent exhibit displaying
the history of the Holocaust and
artifacts of that era, and a new
exhibit, “Dimensions in
Testimony”. That exhibit
included interviews with
survivors in a holograph format.
You could ask questions of the
survivor and they would answer
you just like they are there in
person. The subject of the
holograph Q&A the Chiles
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students saw was Mary
Wygodski, mother of HERC
Board member Avi Wygodski.
Afterwards, the students
filled out questionnaires of their
experiences at the FHM. Every
student indicated they learned
something new and a few of
them admitted the visit had

changed their outlooks on the
Holocaust and how they view
different people.
All in all, the trip was a
fantastic success. The program
will continue as students from
Madison County High School
will visit the FHM, sponsored
by HERC, at the end of March
and HERC President, Elizabeth
Ricci, will lead a summer
program for students that
includes a visit to the museum.
Plans for school trips for the
2022-2023 school year are
already in the works.

Jews and Non-Jews Share a Bloody History in
Ukraine. But There are Reasons for Hope.
by Sara J. Bloomfield

T

he Russian invasion of
Ukraine, justified by Vladimir
Putin as necessary to “denazify”
the country and stop “genocide,”
outraged me for its blatant assault
on a people, and on truth. But as
I thought about his previous
misuses of history, I should not
have been so surprised.
In 2019, marking the 80th
anniversary of the Nazi-Soviet
Pact, Putin sought to downplay
the significance of this agreement
in starting World War II and its
secret protocols that divided
Poland between Hitler and Stalin
— two other masters at re-writing
history.
This invasion also brought
back the overwhelming sense I
had from various visits to
Ukraine, best summarized in a
familiar adage originally about
the Balkans, that Ukraine has had
more history than it can
consume. As I traveled to big
cities and small towns, aspects of
its many layers of complicated
history were on view everywhere.
In Kiev, I was greeted each
morning outside my hotel by an
enormous statue of Bohdan
Khmelnytsky, the revered
Cossack leader who commanded
a 17th-century uprising to
promote Ukrainian independence
from Poland. He was also a
vicious antisemite responsible for
the killing of at least 40,000 Jews.
I was appalled that the statue
existed and wished that at the
very least it might be
accompanied by information
about the innocent victims of this

People walk in front of the Bogdan Khmelnytsky Monument and St. Michael's
Cathedral in Kyiv, Ukraine, Feb. 8, 2022. Khmelnytsky, the revered Cossack leader
who commanded a 17th-century uprising to promote Ukrainian independence from
Poland, was also a vicious antisemite responsible for the deaths of at least 40,000
Jews. (STR/NurPhoto via Getty Images)

Ukrainian nationalist. Today, I
find myself reflecting on this
symbol of an independent
Ukraine that also symbolizes its
complex past.
As I would drive around the
country, I would encounter
common themes. You had the
impression that one could stop in
almost any town or village and
ask, “Where were the Jews
buried?” Someone would take you
to a forest or a piece of land near
a farmer’s field to see the mass
grave. Over one and a half million
Jewish men, women and children
were murdered in Ukraine by the
Nazis and their local
collaborators. Unlike other
European Jews, they were not
deported to distant killing centers
like Auschwitz but shot, one by
one, in the places they had lived
for centuries.

We now know so much more
about “the Holocaust by bullets”
because, ironically, of the fall of
the Soviet Union and the opening
of massive archives as well as the
important work of Fr. Patrick
Desbois, who identified many of
the mass graves and interviewed
locals who saw these horrible
crimes. On one visit to Ukraine
Fr. Desbois and I went to a
wooded area, now a mass grave,
where we met an elderly woman
who shared her memories as a
young girl witnessing the killing
of her neighbors.
Another stark recollection is
walking around towns and seeing
on door after door an indentation
that once held a mezuzah — the
small case that traditionally
marks the entrance to Jewish
continued on page 4
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Bloody History in Ukraine
homes. The Jews were long gone,
but the unintended marker of
where a people had once lived
remained, speaking to us across
the decades.
I will also never forget that in
practically every town and village
one would see the same
memorial: an angel, her head
lowered, her face drenched in
sorrow, holding a stalk of wheat
in one arm and a dead baby in the
other. No explanations required.
One only needs the most
superficial sense of Ukraine’s
history to know the stature
mourns Stalin’s deliberate
starvation of at least 3.5 million
Ukrainians, both Christians and
Jews, in 1932-33, now known as
the Holodomor.
In summer 2014 I visited in
the aftermath of Putin’s
annexation of Crimea and the

continued from page 2

Dignity Revolution that preceded
it. The revolution had overthrown
Ukraine’s Russian-backed
president, Viktor Yanukovych.
Makeshift memorials and antiRussian sentiments were
everywhere. I met government
officials, public intellectuals,
directors of archives, Holocaust
scholars, Jewish community
leaders and American diplomats.
All of them saw this as a moment
to write a new chapter in
Ukrainian history. One described
to me a burned-out bus with this
declaration written in the ash:
“One day spent fighting here is a
life worth living.” The people I
met were filled with similar
defiance and resilience, although
sometimes tinged by
understandable anxiety or
cynicism. But, overwhelmingly,
the word I kept hearing

Community Yom HaShoah

everywhere was “hope.”
Ukraine has suffered from
extraordinary external threats
such as German Nazism and
Soviet Communism and serious
internal problems like extreme
nationalism and antisemitism.
But in recent decades it has
begun to face its past, confront
important truths, and create a
pluralistic democracy. “Hope”
hardly feels like
the right word
for this
moment. But
given a chance,
the Ukrainian
people have
given us reason
to believe that
in the long
term, freedom
Sara J. Bloomfield,
Director of the United
and dignity
States Holocaust
might prevail.
Memorial Museum

Holocaust Remembrance Day with Dr. Dan Leshem
Holocaust Scholar, FSU Hillel Director

April 28th, 2022; Thursday at 7 pm

TEMPLE ISRAEL
Tallahassee’s Jewish Community Center
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Throughout World War II, government and community leaders, and
ordinary people made ethical choices based on their circumstances,
personal morality, or political forces. The Nazis carried out their
plans to murder European Jews and others, while some individuals,
groups, and governments chose, at great risk, to protect and rescue
those who were targeted. Thousands of others chose to participate
in the Nazis’ racist schemes while most people did nothing,
although they were aware of what was happening.
In this exhibition you will find examples of perpetrators, bystanders,
victims, and upstanders. It retells how the actions of individuals,
groups, and governments contributed to the Holocaust and explores
the reactions of Florida Survivors to events as they unfolded.
On view March 15th – April 30, 2022
at Tallahassee Community College

Workforce Development Building
444 Appleyard Drive
This exhibition presented locally and made possible through

The Florida Holocaust Museum • 55 Fifth Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33701 • 727-820-0100 • www.TheFHM.org
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Expanding How We Teach About the Holocaust:
New Topics and Media
June 20-21, 2022 • 8:30 am-3:30 pm
Tallahassee Community College – 444 Appleyard Dr. – Workforce Development Building (WD)
Whether you’re new to teaching about the Holocaust, or a veteran, it’s time we expand what Holocaust classes can teach our
students. History, yes. Geography, civics, and how fascism rises, of course. Yet we can also use primary sources to develop
curiosity; analyze photographs; understand Jewish life – falling in love, sibling rivalry, overcoming hardship, and rebuilding lives;
and more.a
Centropa, a historical institute based in Vienna, interviewed 1,200 elderly Jews living in 15 European countries. We did not use
video but asked our respondents to tell us their entire life stories spanning the 20th c. as they showed us their old family
photographs, which we digitized.
Teachers use Centropa’s database of photographs, interviews, and short multimedia films to teach history, Holocaust, social
studies, geography, ELA, art, foreign languages, filmmaking, photography, technology, and civics. All resources are FREE.
In this webinar you will:
• reconnect to why you wanted to be a teacher in the first place;
• explore Centropa’s database of photographs and interviews and create lessons for your classroom;
• revisit Holocaust topics, such as Kristallnacht and the Kindertransport, and learn how to teach them with new resources and in
new ways;
• learn Holocaust stories rarely taught – those from Hungary, and about Sephardic Jews in the Balkans (the former Yugoslavia);
• return to class with ready-made activities, lessons, and projects, along with all of the resources you need to teach them;
• learn about Centropa’s professional development opportunities.
Lunch, coffee, and snacks will be provided, and participants will earn professional development credit through the Holocaust
Education Resource Council (HERC), which provides instructional guidance, support and resources for educators who teach the
history of the Holocaust, and educational programs for the community at large.

Click Here to Register
Questions? Contact: Lauren Granite (Centropa) or Barbara Goldstein (HERC)

www.HolocaustResources.org
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Earn HEA Designation,
20 Inservice Points, and Resources
for Your Classroom Library!

Purpose:
Create a team of exemplary Holocaust
educators who are dedicated to the
district-wide intergration of Holocaust study
into the grades 4-12 curriculum.
Guidelines for Selection:
Currently teaching the Holocaust in language
arts, social studies, or art.
Deliverables:
• Attend Teacher Workshop at TCC
• Lead 30-min presentation on
Holocaust Education to school faculty
by end of semester
• Coordinate school wide activity for
Holocaust Education Week
(November 9th)
• Complete a brief survey providing
feedback of years activities

For more information, contact
Barbara Goldstein at
barbara@holocaustresources.org
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