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Teach History for a Better Future
$300,000 Appropriations Request for Holocaust Education
Resource Council Approved to Go in State Budget

L

egislative Session in Tallahassee
is coming to an end and things
are looking promising for HERC.
With the help of our lobbyist,
Taylor Biehl, our $300,000
appropriation request was put in
the budget which is awaiting the
Governor's signature.
This funding will support our
outreach Program and help those
school districts challenged to
provide needed teacher training.
We are grateful to
Representative Allison Tant and
Senator Loranne Ausley for
supporting our mission to help
provide Holocaust education to
teachers and our community.
The HERC will be able to
continue its longstanding
commitment by offering a number
of Holocaust education programs
to schools and organizations. Our
programs are uniquely adaptable to
grade level, current learning, and
time available. Before each
presentation, educators work to
find the right length, level, and
method of connecting lessons and
resources. To facilitate our requests
for programs, we have continued to

Barbara Goldstein and Steve Friedlander at Madison County High School

offer presentations related to many
topics. We invite teachers and
community leaders to request
programs and can be combined for
half-day or full-day programs. We
look forward to working with more
schools to bring the best fit for the
classroom or community.
On March 14th, our Executive
Director presented at the Leon
County Juvenile Detention Center
group of students in middle and
high school. We talked about Diary
of Anne Frank not surviving with
the brutal conditions she had. It
was very rewarding to see the
students engaged about a story
from a long time ago. They all
learned important lessons.
The next day, Madison County

High School was given an overview
of the Holocaust by Barbara
Goldstein and Steve Friedlander.
They were preparing for an
upcoming trip to The Florida
Holocaust Museum on March 29th
sponsored by HERC. Each student
asked questions to have a better
understanding for when they visit
the museum.
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Throughout World War II, government and community leaders, and
ordinary people made ethical choices based on their circumstances,
personal morality, or political forces. The Nazis carried out their
plans to murder European Jews and others, while some individuals,
groups, and governments chose, at great risk, to protect and rescue
those who were targeted. Thousands of others chose to participate
in the Nazis’ racist schemes while most people did nothing,
although they were aware of what was happening.
In this exhibition you will find examples of perpetrators, bystanders,
victims, and upstanders. It retells how the actions of individuals,
groups, and governments contributed to the Holocaust and explores
the reactions of Florida Survivors to events as they unfolded.
On view March 21st – April 29th, 2022

at Tallahassee Community College

Workforce Development Building
444 Appleyard Drive
This exhibition presented locally and made possible through

The Florida Holocaust Museum • 55 Fifth Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33701 • 727-820-0100 • www.TheFHM.org
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Save-the-Date – Presenting Dr. Michael Berenbaum
June 14th at 7 pm Location: Temple Israel
We live in a world where, unfortunately, the Holocaust is all too relevant . . . Today, you
“ can't
speak about the Holocaust without also speaking about contemporary events.
”
– Michael Berenbaum, Historian, Author, and Professor
Featured speaker Michael Berenbaum,
an eminent Holocaust historian who
played a lead role in the US Holocaust
Memorial Museum’s creation, will discuss
the importance of understanding a lesserknown part of the “Final Solution.”
Come to HERC’s June 14th event to
hear Berenbaum speak on the relevance

today of the “Holocaust by bullets,” the
murder of as many as two million Jews in
eastern Europe, including at least 1.5
million in Ukraine.
Help us use the power of truth to confront
the dangerous distortion and misuse of
this history — most recently to justify
Russia’s war against Ukraine
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Community Yom HaShoah
Holocaust Remembrance Day with Dr. Dan Leshem
Holocaust Scholar, FSU Hillel Director

The Innocents of War: Yesterday and Today
Thursday – April 28th, 2022 at 7 pm

Tallahassee Community College, Workforce Development Building (WD)
444 Appleyard Drive • Tallahassee, Florida

TEMPLE ISRAEL

Tallahassee’s Jewish Community Center
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Congregation Shomrei Torah

Expanding How We Teach About the Holocaust:
New Topics and Media
June 20-21, 2022 • 8:30 am-3:30 pm
Tallahassee Community College – 444 Appleyard Dr. – Workforce Development Building (WD)
Whether you’re new to teaching about the Holocaust, or a veteran, it’s time we expand what Holocaust classes can teach our
students. History, yes. Geography, civics, and how fascism rises, of course. Yet we can also use primary sources to develop
curiosity; analyze photographs; understand Jewish life – falling in love, sibling rivalry, overcoming hardship, and rebuilding lives;
and more.a
Centropa, a historical institute based in Vienna, interviewed 1,200 elderly Jews living in 15 European countries. We did not use
video but asked our respondents to tell us their entire life stories spanning the 20th c. as they showed us their old family
photographs, which we digitized.
Teachers use Centropa’s database of photographs, interviews, and short multimedia films to teach history, Holocaust, social
studies, geography, ELA, art, foreign languages, filmmaking, photography, technology, and civics. All resources are FREE.
In this webinar you will:
• reconnect to why you wanted to be a teacher in the first place;
• explore Centropa’s database of photographs and interviews and create lessons for your classroom;
• revisit Holocaust topics, such as Kristallnacht and the Kindertransport, and learn how to teach them with new resources and in
new ways;
• learn Holocaust stories rarely taught – those from Hungary, and about Sephardic Jews in the Balkans (the former Yugoslavia);
• return to class with ready-made activities, lessons, and projects, along with all of the resources you need to teach them;
• learn about Centropa’s professional development opportunities.
Lunch, coffee, and snacks will be provided, and participants will earn professional development credit through the Holocaust
Education Resource Council (HERC), which provides instructional guidance, support and resources for educators who teach the
history of the Holocaust, and educational programs for the community at large.

Click Here to Register
Questions? Contact: Lauren Granite (Centropa) or Barbara Goldstein (HERC)

www.HolocaustResources.org
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Visiting Costa Rica

by Elizabeth Ricci

Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness, and many of our people
“ need
it acquired by vegetating in one little corner of the earth all one’s lifetime.
”
– Mark Twain

I

wholeheartedly agree with the great
American writer and humorist so
excitedly bid on an AmFund trip to
Costa Rica at the 2019 Remembrance
Dinner. COVID, however, forced my
husband, daughters, and I to postpone
Elizabeth Ricci –
our trip to this Spring Break.
HERC President
The natural beaches, mountains,
craft markets, and cloud forests were incredible, but
it was our visit to the Museum of History of the
Jewish Community in San Jose that was
outstanding.

We were met by the Director Silvia, a descendant
of survivors, and Assistant Director Randall
(pictured) who gave us a tour of historical and
cultural displays as well as religious artifacts. The
Center is home to the Parque de la Vida (Park of
Life) which boasts a monument with upwardly
pointed silver and white bars.
Please visit another corner of the earth by
bidding on an Amfund trip at this year’s
Remembrance Dinner scheduled for October 25th.
Proposed trips Israel, Italy, Ireland and US locations.

My family donated to the museum on HERC’s behalf to preserve it for
future generations so that they may never forget the tragedies of the
Holocaust. Director Silvia is holding the HERC envelope in this photo.

My 13-year-old Belén stands in front of the Park of Life monument
which honors the 190 Jewish people, most of whom were from
Zelechow, Poland who fled the Nazi regime.
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Where Can I Find More Tax-free Money to
Give to the HERC than I thought I had?

C

haritable giving has declined
due to the increase of the
standard deduction in the 2017
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA) of
2017, which reduced the number
of taxpayers who could itemize,
and thus deduct their charitable
donations, by 2/3! The ability to
deduct a charitable donation was
apparently even more of an
incentive to the average donor
than the charitable impulse itself.
In 2018 and 2019, the first full
years of the Act’s impact, giving
declined by a total of 8%, over
Twenty Billion Dollars! The
ability to deduct $300 or $600 of
donations to non-profits without
itemizing, which the Act’s
sponsors thought would solve the
problem, clearly did not work. So
what are the donors and the
charities to do?
For over ten years, there has
existed another way to donate
with tax savings under Section
408(d)(8) of the Internal Revenue
Code (IRC), a Qualified
Charitable Distribution (QCD). If
you are over 70 ½, you can give
up to $100,000 annually directly

from your IRA (it must be from
your IRA directly to the charity)
without paying taxes on the
withdrawal.
At this point I need to state
that this article is in no way
intended to be tax advice. You
must seek that from your tax
counsel. Having been in the
financial services industry for
over 45 years, I have seen more
clients make mistakes that cost
them time, effort and money that

would have been saved by not
doing their taxes themselves.
Your decision.
The QCD was created to
provide tax relief from the
taxable Required Minimum
Distribution (RMD). When the
Required Beginning Date (RBD)
of your RMD was increased to
age 72, they did NOT also raise
the age the QCD was available to
72. (Sorry, alphabet soup is a
requirement of this kind of
writing!).
Many of my clients are
fortunate enough to not need to
live on their IRA withdrawals,
and can take advantage of this.
You too may find this an
unexpected source of funds to
give more. Good luck!
Philip R. Spitzer, CLU, ChFC
is in the financial services
industry in Tallahassee, Florida.
If you wish to use this to
increase your donation to HERC,
please contact your tax advisor as
Phil suggested.
HERC April 2022 Newsletter
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