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HERC’s Annual Remembrance Dinner on Oct. 25 will 
honor former U.S. Ambassador Allan Katz for his 
lifetime of service. A former Tallahassee’s City 
Commissioner, Katz served as U.S. Ambassador to 
Portugal.  
 
The keynote speaker for the event is Dr. Ethan Katz, 
associate professor of history and Jewish studies at the 
University of California Berkeley. Dr. Katz is co-director of 
the Berkeley Antisemitism Education Initiative.  
 
HERC’s Annual Remembrance Dinner begins at 5:30 pm 
on Oct. 25 with a reception followed by dinner at 6:30 
pm. Sachs Media Group is the presenting sponsor of the 
event at the Dunlap Champion’s Club (formerly 
University Center Club) at 403 Stadium Club. Tickets are 
$125 to attend in person and $75 to participate virtually. 

Florida’s new state budget for Fiscal Year 2022-2023 that 
took effect July 1 dedicates $300,000 for HERC’S 
educational mission. The Florida Legislature approved 
and Gov. Ron DeSantis in June signed the state’s $110 
billion budget, passed during the 2023 Legislative 
Session.  
 
State Rep. Allison Tant and State Sen. Loranne Ausley 
championed including the funding for Holocaust 
education and teacher training in the Florida Panhandle 
in the state’s new spending plan.  
 
“HERC deeply appreciates Rep. Tant, Sen. Ausley, the 
leaders and members of the Florida Legislature, and Gov. 
DeSantis for recognizing the importance of our mission,” 
said HERC Executive Director Barbara Goldstein. “These 
critical resources will provide a significant boost to our 
work in support of instruction of the history of the 
Holocaust for educators and students by expanding 
training and professional development workshops across 
the Panhandle.” 
 

HERC Dinner to Honor Ambassador Allan Katz 

You Can Make a Difference to HERC 

Donate Today

New State Budget Provides Huge Boost to 
HERC’s Educational Mission

As a summer community-engagement project, 15 area students arrived at 
HERC on a hot July morning to put in a week of life-changing service and 
learning about the Holocaust. Topped off by a visit to Florida’s Holocaust 
Museum in St. Petersburg, the students spent the week working together to 
paint a new panel to welcome visitors to HERC’s office at Tallahassee 
Community Office and learning from a Holocaust survivor. 
 

HERC’s Teen Summer Service Program  
in Action

Mark your calendars for Sept. 18 when award-
winning documentary producer Ken Burns will 
bring the story of the Holocaust to the screen.  
THE U.S. AND THE HOLOCAUST is a three-part 
documentary directed and produced by Burns, 
Lynn Novick and Sarah Botstein. The production 
explores America’s response to the Holocaust. 
 
HERC is pleased to promote this educational program in Northwest Florida 
that combines first-person accounts of Holocaust witnesses and survivors 
and interviews with leading historians and writers. THE U.S. AND THE 
HOLOCAUST dispels competing myths that Americans either were ignorant 
of the unspeakable persecution that Jews and other targeted minorities 
faced in Europe or that they looked on with callous indifference. 
 
“History cannot be looked at in isolation,” said Ken Burns. “While we 
rightly celebrate American ideals of democracy and our history as a nation 
of immigrants, we must also grapple with the fact that American 
institutions and policies, like segregation and the brutal treatment of 
indigenous populations, were influential in Hitler’s Germany. And it 
cannot be denied that, although we accepted more refugees than any other 
sovereign nation, America could have done so much more to help the 
millions of desperate people fleeing Nazi persecution.”

New Ken Burns Film Busts Myths About 
America and the Holocaust

With a mission to provide resources, instructional guidance, and support 
for educators and the community, HERC is one of the nation’s leading 
authorities on Holocaust education. A scan of recent headlines 
demonstrates why this mission is a critical one.  
 
While Jewish Americans make up just two percent of the U.S. population, 
according to FBI hate crime statistics, crimes targeting Jews represent most 
of religion-based hate crimes.  
 
Reports of antisemitism in Florida are making headlines. The Naples Daily 
News recently reported on a series of antisemitic leaflets that appeared at 
homes across Florida.  
 
According to the paper, whose policy prohibits printing antisemitic 
statements, “One of the pamphlets was themed for COVID and the other 
was for the media, all anti-Jewish.” 
 
In the meantime, in South Florida police are investigating vandalism of a 
Fort Lauderdale home where vandals spray-painted swastikas on its 
garage and a Ukrainian flag hung on the garage door.  
 
READ MORE: 
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/crime/2022/07/05/antisemitic-
attacks-spread-along-florida-coasts-including-naples-sarasota/7475120001
/ 
WATCH STORY:  
https://www.cbsnews.com/miami/video/symbols-of-hate-spray-painted-
on-fort-lauderdale-home/  
 
READ MORE:  
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/broward/fort-lauderdale/fl-ne-
antisemitic-vandalism-suspect-flees-fort-lauderdale-20220704-3nspbr7f3rb
vlmsjjiouf77lia-story.html  
 
A recent survey shows widespread misunderstanding – and even real 
doubts – among a surprisingly large number of Americans regarding the 
darkest chapter in modern world history. The survey, conducted for HERC 
by Sachs Media Group underscores the need for continued and 
strengthened education to make sure that the horrors of the Holocaust are 
never again repeated or accepted. 
 
CLICK HERE: to Download the Survey 

Why We Teach:  
Antisemitic Terror Alive in Florida

Photo: South Florida Sun-Sentinel 

It’s been 77 years since the end of 
World War II and justice is still owed 
to victims of the Holocaust. The 
latest example comes from Florida 
where the state’s Department of 
Financial Services’ (DFS) Holocaust 
Victims Assistance Program recently 
announced the program returned 
more than $15 million to Florida 
Holocaust survivors during the 2022 
Legislative Session  
 
“We must do all we can to reunite 
survivors and their heirs with items 
that were stolen from them during 
the atrocities of the Holocaust. Last 
year, I’m proud to say we assisted 
survivors and their families with 
securing more than $15 million in 
proceeds from lost insurance policies, 
financial assets from European 
Settlement Funds, property, 
emergency funds, and home health 
care,” said Florida CFO Jimmy 
Patronis, noting since 2017, DFS has returned nearly $60 million to 
holocaust survivors and their heirs.  “My office remains committed to 
ensuring that these claims are resolved, and every bit of cash and property 
is recovered and returned to its rightful owner.” 
 
The Department’s program aids Florida Holocaust survivors seeking to 
recover proceeds from insurance policies issued to Holocaust victims, 
restitution for Nazi-confiscated bank accounts, looted art, and property. In 
addition, the program assists eligible Florida Holocaust survivors in 
obtaining free home health care and emergency financial assistance for 
medical care, food, and utilities. 
 
Anyone who needs assistance with filing a Holocaust-era financial claim 
or assistance in obtaining social welfare services can contact the Holocaust 
Victims Assistance Helpline by phone at 1-800-388-4069 or via email at 
HolocaustAssistance@MyFloridaCFO.com

Delivering Justice for Holocaust Victims
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200 East Gaines
Taallahassee, FL 3

Keynote Speaker: 
Dr. Ethan Katz

Honoree 
Allan Katz

Representative 
Allison Tant 

Senator 
Loranne Ausley

Holocaust Education Resource Council 
Building Hope, Silencing Hate 

P.O.Box 16282 • Tallahassee, Florida 32317 
HolocaustResources.org

You Can Make a Difference Today and Donate to HERC

Donate Today

Contact: Barbara Goldstein, Executive Director  
Barbara@holocaustresources.org • 850-443-9649 

September  
18, 19 & 20  
at 8:00-10:00 pm ET 
(check local listings)

Sponsorships Tickets


