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Teachers and students across Florida’s Panhandle region return to the 
classroom this month for the 2022/23 school year. HERC is welcoming the 
new school year with a full calendar of educational events and activities. 
 

HERC will soon offer Florida Panhandle teachers an 
incredible opportunity to receive a micro-credential 
in Holocaust education. HERC is inviting educators 
from districts across the Panhandle to participate 
in this groundbreaking micro-credential program.   
 
In partnership with Humanus Network, HERC is creating a micro-
credential program for educators to strengthen teachers’ Holocaust 
pedagogy. A micro-credential is a competency-based recognition 
demonstrating an educator has mastery in a particular area. 
 
This program features a one-day in-person kickoff followed by six virtual 
meetings spread out over the course of six months. Educators who 
complete the program will receive:  
  
   • A micro-credential in Holocaust pedagogy;  
   • A multitude of resources to use in their 

classrooms;  
   • Proven educational strategies to effectively 

and confidently instruct students about   the 
Holocaust; 

   • Professional development hours; and  
   • A stipend for successfully completing the 

training. 
 
HERC is planning a kickoff event on October 13, 
2022 at Tallahassee Community College for 
teachers interested in participating in the 
program.  The kickoff is open to any educators 
who wish to attend and receive a deep 
knowledge about HERC and the micro-
credential educators who complete the program 
will earn.  
 
Following the October kickoff event, HERC will provide a series of six 
virtual training sessions. The sessions will be two-to-three hours long and 
will conclude in April. HERC’s goal is to have elementary, middle, and high-
school teachers from each district complete the program. 
  
“We are so excited to offer this opportunity to your district and are hoping 
to have 100 percent participation throughout North Florida,” said HERC 
Executive Director Barbara Goldstein. “We’re working with every school 
district in the region to make this program a success.”  
  
Click HERE for registration information for the micro-credential kickoff 
event.  
 
We look forward to connecting with you to address any questions that you 
may have. 
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HERC to Launch Groundbreaking Micro-
Credential Program for Teachers 

HERC introduces Nicole Anderson as the council’s 
new education coordinator. Anderson, of 
Monticello, is a history teacher who has experience 
in the physical and virtual classroom settings and 
brings HERC a deep understanding of the 
challenges facing teachers.  
 
Anderson will provide on-the-ground support for 
HERC’s mission is to equip educators in the Florida 
Panhandle region with the expertise, tools, and 
confidence to teach elementary, middle, and high 
school students about the Holocaust, as mandated by state law.  

HERC Welcomes Nicole Anderson as  
New Education Coordinator

HERC to Visit Calhoun County Educators
HERC will share its mission, the 
state’s mandated curriculum, and 
educational materials with middle-
and-high-school teachers in Calhoun 
County, Florida.  
 
The event is set for 10 am until Noon 
(Central Time), Aug. 9, at Blountstown 
High School. 

Masks, a movable exhibit, meeting a survivor, a museum visit and reading 
Art Spiegelman’s  Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, Maus.  
That’s how 15 Tallahassee high school students spent a week of their 
summer vacation.  Consistent with Spiegelman’s use of animal masks in 
Maus, the students received community service hours for working under 
the direction of Dr. Dave Gussak and art therapy graduate student Jennifer 
Suarez as they read the graphic novel Maus that was banned in Tennessee 
earlier this year.  
The kids were given portions of the photo below (which they had not 
seen/did not know what it depicted) to paint. The final product is incredible. 
It consists of eight movable panels that, together, portray Spiegelman in 
his studio.  
 

The students also had the opportunity to speak with Holocaust survivor 
Alan Hall, who is believed to be the only known survivor of the infamous 
Nazi round-ups of Jewish children. Hall, an eyewitness to the Warsaw 
Ghetto uprising, spent the years of terror hiding in closets, underground 
bomb shelters, and safe houses, shared his incredible survival story with 
the students, HERC community supporters, and board members. 
 

The students capped the week off with a trip to the Florida Holocaust 
museum in St. Petersburg where they learned about the history of 
antisemitism, the rise of the Nazi Party in Germany, and the subsequent 
events of the Holocaust.  
 
“I am so proud of the kids and content knowing they now know more 
about the Holocaust than they did a week ago,” said HERC President 
Elizabeth Ricci, who organized the program. “We hope to host another 
Summer Service Program next year.” 
 
Hear WFSU-FM’s Story About the Program:  
https://bit.ly/3AVZj 

Summer Service Program Opens Young Eyes 
to Holocaust Stories of Survival 

A group of Nazi demonstrators seeking media attention generated from a 
statewide political event took their hate-fueled voices to Tampa. Calling it 
“an indefensible act of hatred,” The Florida Holocaust Museum condemned 
the demonstration and shined a bright light on the Nazi’s shadowy 
message. 
 
“This isn’t about politics or 
religion,” museum 
chairperson Mike Igel said in 
a statement reported by The 
Tampa Bay Times. “It’s about 
humanity. The Florida 
Holocaust Museum calls upon 
everyone, Jew and non-Jew, 
regardless of political 
affiliation, to condemn this 
blatant antisemitism in the 
strongest possible terms. This 
should matter to everyone.” 
 
READ MORE: 
https://www.tampabay.com/news/tampa/2022/07/23/holocaust-museuem-
condemns-swastika-flags-outside-turning-point-usa-summit/  
 
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/541192-pure-hatred-florida-holocaust-
museum-condemns-nazi-symbols-outside-of-turning-point-usa-convention/  

Why We Teach:  
Florida Holocaust Museum Pushes Back  
on Nazi Demonstration in Tampa

Ms. Schick, who died in June, was 
a Holocaust survivor who, 
according to The Tampa Bay Times, 
spent the last decades of her life 
sharing her amazing survival story 
with Florida children.   
 
 
READ MORE: 
https://www.tbnweekly.com/largo_leader/article_26d9d366-06cb-11ed-a334-
f7a0bb2a2b96.html   
 

Survivor Lisl Schick:  
May Her Memory Be A Blessing 
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School’s Open Edition

Nicole Anderson

“Hitler took away all of our worldly belongings, anything we 
owned. But the one thing nobody can ever take away from 
you is your education. That is the most important thing.”  
                                                                         — Lisl Schick 

(Tampa Bay Times File Photo)


